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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.15 pm]: I rise today to pay tribute 
to a very special group of workers who have made an enormous contribution to Western Australia during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While frontline workers have done an incredible job in keeping our community safe, healthy 
and connected, early childhood educators have made sure that our children are looked after and supported during 
this difficult time. If we cast our minds back to late March and early April, we will recall that the early childhood 
sector across the nation was facing an existential crisis. With many parents withdrawing their children from services, 
centres were on the brink of closing and having to let staff go. Fortunately, state governments and the commonwealth 
government were able to put together a package that would allow centres to remain open and staff to be paid 
through JobKeeper. 

This has allowed parents, particularly those who have performed essential roles during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
to bring their children back to childcare centres across the state. Although the early childhood package can still be 
improved to benefit more providers, overall, the sector has been able to continue operating during this difficult 
time. I want to thank early childhood educators and providers across Western Australia for the incredible work 
they do every day, but never more so than during the COVID-19 pandemic. They have bravely faced this crisis 
and never lost sight of what matters the most—that is, the care and education of our children. 

I also want to thank representatives from across the sector, who have advocated fiercely for educators and providers, 
including Rachelle Tucker, Tina Holtom, Todd Dawson, Gabrielle Crosse, Andrew Paterson and Helen Creed, as 
well as the United Workers Union. I know that with such incredible and dedicated staff, the early childhood sector 
will be back stronger than ever, and Western Australian children will continue to receive the high-quality early 
childhood education they deserve. 
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